Winter Day

First of all,

I would like to thank you all

for coming...

On this, the Twenty-First of December:

Winter Day.

Where, in this chaotic—

and yet so remarkable—

Universe of ours,

the Sun hides its elegant—

and yet so powerful—

face from us,

for longer than on any of the other

three-hundred and sixty-four days of the Year

and Night begins its seasonal reign

Those before us

called this time many things:

Mithras, Christmas, Winter Solstice

But the spirit is the same.

So join in, one and all!

Adorn your homes

Your fixtures, your furniture

Your alcoves and accoutrements

With dazzling lights

All manner of glimmering garlands

and electric gleams

Come together, under one roof

Families, friends

Bring your finest dishes

And gifts

As we gather together,

Bright and unified

To cast out the cold

and darkness.

